2020 emissions peak {#cesec10}
===================

Pledges to cut carbon emissions aren\'t enough to limit warming to 2 °C, says the International Energy Agency. To reach that target, we should peak our emissions by 2020, by improving energy efficiency, phasing out fossil fuel subsidies, mothballing the dirtiest coal power plants and boosting renewables.

Brimstone below {#cesec20}
===============

There may not be hellfire, but there\'s brimstone deep below us in Earth\'s core. Geologists estimate that 90 per cent of Earth\'s sulphur -- known by ancient alchemists as brimstone -- is in the core (*Geochemical Perspectives Letters*, [doi.org/5fc](http://doi.org/5fc){#interrefs10}).

Prepare the pods {#cesec30}
================

The Hyperloop, Elon Musk\'s futuristic public transit project, has announced a competition for pod designs to run inside the system\'s pneumatic tubes. Entrants should consider safety mechanisms and how to handle the balance of pressure, temperature and speed within the tube. The pods will compete on a test track that SpaceX is building next to its headquarters in California in June 2016.

Plasma plan {#cesec40}
===========

Blood plasma from those who have survived infection with the virus MERS is being given as an experimental treatment to two people in South Korea. The strategy helped decrease the death rate in China in 2003 during the outbreak of SARS, a coronavirus like MERS.

Reefer relief {#cesec50}
-------------

Legalising marijuana for medical use doesn\'t lead to more high teenagers. A study of cannabis use in US states before and after the law change found that in 21 of the 23 states that have legalised medical marijuana, teen use was already slightly higher than in states that have not, and that it didn\'t increase with the law change (*The Lancet Psychiatry*, [doi.org/5fb](http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(15)00217-5/abstract){#interrefs20}).
